An elegant study by Kazemi et al. (2014, Current Biology, 24, 965e969) found that blue tits, Cyanistes caeruleus, that had been trained to distinguish between rewarding and nonrewarding prey subsequently avoided novel prey that had the same colour (but not the same shape or pattern) as the nonrewarding prey. Their work suggested that certain high-salience discriminatory traits can overshadow other informative traits, allowing imperfect mimics to establish. Here we began by replicating their ambitious experiment by evaluating the behaviour of 320 human subjects foraging on computer-generated prey. However, to fully understand how overshadowing might facilitate the establishment of incipient mimics, we significantly extended their protocol to a full factorial design involving mimics with colour, pattern and/or shape in common with their former models. As Kazemi et al. reported, participants placed more weight on colour similarity than on shape similarity when rejecting prey. Two-trait mimics with the same colour and pattern or the same colour and shape as their former models were avoided as frequently as perfect mimics, while colour-only mimics were avoided more frequently than shape-only mimics. Nevertheless, novel prey with no traits in common with nonrewarding models were avoided at high rates, possibly in part due to their dissimilarity to familiar rewarding prey. The implications of these findings for mimicry evolution are discussed.
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Researchers have long debated how a palatable species can evolve to resemble an unpalatable species ('Batesian mimicry', Bates, 1862) when it involves changes in so many different appearance dimensions (Kikuchi & Pfennig, 2013) . In the two-step model of mimicry evolution it is assumed that a mutation with a large effect on the phenotype first produces an approximate resemblance of the prey to the model, which may then be gradually improved by selection for resemblance-enhancing mutations of smaller phenotypic effect (Nicholson, 1927; Poulton, 1912; Turner, 1984) . However, this argument implicitly assumes that predators would tend to overlook important discriminative traits in the incipient mimic and it is not entirely obvious why predators would do this (Gamberale-Stille, Balogh, Tullberg, & Leimar, 2012) . Indeed in many well-known mimicry complexes the extent of mimicry is often far from perfect (see Kikuchi & Pfennig, 2013 , for a recent review) and yet often predators do not appear to exploit these differences.
Predators ultimately determine the success of any defensive trait and so to fully understand how antipredator adaptations evolve and are maintained, we must evaluate how predators respond to rudimentary versions of these defences (Chittka & Osorio, 2007) . In particular, if predators learn to discriminate between profitable and unprofitable prey by identifying the distinctive features of the two object types, then imperfect mimicry might be initially selected for and subsequently maintained if predators learn to associate prey defences with certain salient discriminative features and effectively overlook others, a phenomenon known as 'overshadowing ' (Mackintosh, 1976; Shettleworth, 2010) . Building on earlier studies on the degree of mimetic protection gained by new partial mimics (Ford, 1971; Schmidt, 1958 Schmidt, , 1960 Terhune, 1977) , there has recently been a surge of interest in understanding how objects are categorized and what traits are attended to when predators make their discriminative decisions (Aronsson & Gamberale-Stille, 2008 , 2012 Bain, Rashed, Cowper, Gilbert, & Sherratt, 2007; Balogh, Gamberale-Stille, Tullberg, & Leimar, 2010) . One of the most ambitious and systematic studies to date on this topic was recently conducted by Kazemi, Gamberale-Stille, Tullberg, and Leimar (2014) , who trained wild-caught blue tits, Cyanistes caeruleus, to discriminate between rewarding prey (symbol-
